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  Oral History


Search Terms 

(Use for computer searches)

· “oral history”
· “oral traditions”



Subject Headings

(Use in card catalogs and print indexes)

· Oral History
· Oral Traditions

Call Number

· Individual oral histories are normally filed under whatever subject the interview was about, so browsing isn’t very effective.

· 016.973 (Dewey Decimal)

· Z6208.O7 (Library of Congress) 

· CD1042.A2 (Library of Congress) 

Indexes and Abstracts

· EBSCOhost
· First Search
· Reader’s Guide to Periodical Literature
Library catalogs

· Your local library catalog
· SILO - State-wide catalog
· World Cat - World-wide Catalog
March  2008 FORMTEXT 

March  2008

This pathfinder will be useful in finding information about 
oral history. Oral history is the method of collecting and preserving recorded audio remembrances of past experiences. This pathfinder will focus on background and how to rather than individual examples or collections.
Resources

 FORMDROPDOWN 

· Beginner’s Guide to Oral History by South Dakota State Historical Records Advisory Board and SDSHS

(2004) Available online at http://www.sdhistory.org/arc/oralbook1.pdf
· Doing Oral History by Don Ritchie (2nd ed., 2003) – One of the basics in the field, this book covers all aspects of oral history projects. [ISBN 0195154347]
· Oral History: An Interdisciplinary Anthology  by Willa K. Baum and David K. Dunaway (2nd ed., 1996) - a collection of classic articles by some of the best known figures of oral history, demonstrating the basics of oral history, while also acting as a guide for how to use it in research. [ISBN 0761991891]
· Oral History and the Law by John A. Neuenschwander (3rd ed., 2002) – An introduction to the legal issues relating to oral history. It includes the latest case law and sample legal forms.
· Oral History Evaluation Guidelines by Oral History Association (Revised 2000) Available online at http://alpha.dickinson.edu/oha/pub_eg.html Find other titles in the OHA pamphlet series listed here http://alpha.dickinson.edu/oha/pub_ps.html 
including titles for the family historian and classroom.
· Oral History for the Local Historical Society by Willa K. Baum (3rd ed. 1995)– A classic that tells you how to start an oral history program. [ISBN 0761991336]
· Oral History Interview Guidelines by the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (1998) Available online at http://www.ushmm.org/archives/oralhist.pdf
· The Oral History Manual by Barbara Sommer and Mary Kay Quinlan (2002) – A guide to help anyone think like an oral historian, including step-by-step instructions and sample forms. [ISBN 0759101019]
· Oral History Techniques and Procedures, by Stephen E. Everett (1992) - Available online at http://www.army.mil/cmh-pg/books/oral.htm
· Transcribing and Editing Oral History by Willa K. Baum (1990)- Focuses on how to transcribe with detailed instructions on auditing tapes, editing, legal agreements, and indexing. [ISBN 0910050260]
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· Institute of Oral History at Baylor University – A bibliography of web and print sources of key oral history resources. http://www.baylor.edu/oral_history/index.php?id=24178
They also have a workshop online. http://www.baylor.edu/oral_history/index.php?id=23560 
· Incorporating Oral History into the Curriculum – Most useful for teachers. This link opens a PDF from the ERIC database. http://eric.ed.gov/ERICDocs/data/ericdocs2/content_storage_01/0000000b/80/22/b6/5b.pdf
· One Minute Guide to Oral History - http://www.baylor.edu/oral_history/index.php?id=23560 
· Oral History: A Pathfinder – a project from the State University of New York at Albany gives links to advanced oral history resources. 
http://www.albany.edu/~peterbae/Oral-His/idx.htm 
· Oral History Society – Advice from the national British organization for getting started.
http://www.ohs.org.uk/advice 
· Preservation – a Library of Congress guide to preserving recordings in various formats.
http://www.loc.gov/preserv/care/record.html 

· “Some Tips of the Trade,” by Alex Kingsbury. US News and World Report (September 14, 2007) 
http://www.usnews.com/articles/news/national/2007/09/14/some-tips-for-recording-oral-histories.html
· Translating Style Guide – a guide for transcribing oral history. http://www.baylor.edu/content/services/document.php?id=14142
· Veterans History Project – a national project organized by the Library of Congress, it offers information both on the project itself and how to do oral histories in general. Click on How to Participate for how to information. http://www.loc.gov/vets/vets-home.html 
· Vidipax – a guide for oral history videotape preservation. http://www.vidipax.com/care.php 
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· H-Oralhist – This is an online network of people interested in oral history and anyone can join. The primary purpose is to enable oral historians to discuss research interests and current projects. It includes listings of new sources, library catalogs and archives, and reports on new software, datasets and cd-roms. Subscribers write in with any questions, comments or reports. Posts include announcements of conferences, new books, and commissions of book reviews. It is an active list and the archives are open, so you may want to read it online before you join.  www.h-net.org/~oralhist/
· Oral History Association – This is the main organization and provides lots of supports and publications for oral history. Contact care of Madelyn Campbell, Exec. Sec. Dickinson College, P.O. Box 1773 Carlisle PA 171013-2896, (717) 245-1036. oha@dickinson.edu http://www.dickinson.edu/oha 
** You can evaluate other resources using criteria at: www.THEpathfinderproject.org/evaluate.html **

This pathfinder has been provided to you by THE Pathfinder Project and your local library.
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